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NEWSLETTER

‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’

Summer Soirée

Thursday 12th July



HeadteacHer’s Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

This week, I have thoroughly enjoyed walking around school. Following our announcement last 
week that we are to become a National Teaching School, it is a real pleasure to see the outstanding 
lessons that have led to our new status. I am also excited for our pupils and my colleagues, 

not only for the recognition they have received, but also for the opportunities that Teaching School 
status will bring to help colleagues develop their practice further through the substantial number of 
professional development opportunities that will be available through Teaching School.

I am also looking forward to the school acting as a hub for the training of new teachers across the 
region.  I can remember being a newly-qualified teacher myself, as I learnt my practice within the 

classroom. Those early experiences helped me to develop my teaching and although over the years experience 
helps us to refine and grow, that initial training has built a foundation that has defined my teaching for many years. 
With new teachers receiving training here and then undertaking placements in secondary and primary schools, 
they will have the opportunity to receive the very best induction and experience in schools across Yorkshire before 
starting their careers. 

It is also good to see the many opportunities and resources that will become available to our pupils. Our young 
people are quickly becoming accustomed to people being shown around, due to the popularity of the school with 
parents, but recently we have also had the pleasure of hosting colleagues from other schools to share the great 
work that is being undertaken. I know from speaking to pupils that they are proud of their school. Our pupils take a 
great pride and develop confidence in sharing what makes this community special with our visitors. 

This week, our pupils have had the opportunity to visit Helmsley Castle and Rievaulx Abbey. It is a visit colleagues have 
run for many years and which forms an integral part of our History curriculum, bringing learning to life by providing 
pupils with the opportunity to visit historical sites, enabling  pupils to apply their learning in context. Following the 
visits, it was wonderful to speak to the young people and to hear how they had enjoyed this opportunity and to 
listen to them describe what they had seen.

Finally, as our sports day approaches, I would just like to remind parents to ensure your child has a water bottle they 
can use on the 5th July. We will provide jugs of water for children to refill bottles, but are aiming to minimise the use 
of plastics and wish to ensure children remain hydrated throughout the events. Thank you.
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Mr J Britton
HeadteacHer



‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

noticeboard

�

The English Department are taking 
all Year 10 pupils who are studying 
this play to the Theatre Royal in York 
on the afternoon of Saturday 22nd 
September. Ticket price including 
transport to and from school is 
£16.00. Book online or see your 
English teacher for details.

Bon Appétit!
On Wednesday July 18th, Year 7 French pupils will be taking part in a French picnic with games on the school field, 

during their timetabled French lesson.  We are really looking forward to sharing some typical French foods with 

pupils and using our language in a different context.  In order to provide pupils with this opportunity, we will be 

asking each child to bring in a small food/drink contribution.  Anyone with allergies is advised to speak with their 

French teacher prior to the event.

Merci beaucoup!
 
The MFL Team Uniform shop

Unfortunately the uniform shop will not be 
open week commencing 9th July 2018 due to 
the Year 6 uniform events.

LADIES AND GENTS THIS IS THE MOMENT YOU'VE WAITED 
FOR!

Theatreland Workshops are coming to Wilberfoss, York this sum-
mer!!
If you have children aged between 7 - 17 who love performing and 
having fun - look no further!  During our workshops we encourage 
the young company to use their creativity and imagination through 
acting, singing and dancing.  The week is all about confidence build-
ing and celebrating every child’s unique talents - there is certainly 
not a one size fits all approach. 

We are very excited to announce that the week will include a one 
day THE GREATEST SHOWMAN workshop. The week will culminate 
in a showing of the young company's work on the Friday afternoon. 

Wilberfoss Community Centre - Monday JULY 23rd – Friday JULY  
27th. Every day will run from 10am - 3.30pm
PRICE - £155

www.theatrelandworkshops.com
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On Tuesday I accompanied our Year 7 pupils on their visit to Helmsley 
Castle and Rievaulx Abbey, as part of their History studies in 
medieval life and beliefs.  The weather was excellent, and our 

pupils enjoyed exploring the ruins in the warm sunshine.  Throughout the 
day, I was immensely proud of our Year 7 pupils’ attitude and conduct; 
they were cheerful, interested and courteous, and other visitors and 
shop staff commented upon their politeness.  During the course of the 
day, our pupils learnt a huge amount about the defensive features of 

castles and the life of medieval monks.  They asked good, thoughtful questions and I 
am sure they learnt much from their visit.

Visits like these not only help our pupils to gain deep insights and understanding 
of topics they have learnt in class; they also help to equip our pupils with skills and 
attributes that make them successful learners.  Pupils learn how to work with others 
and study their environment closely.  Visits help our pupils to think of questions they 
might otherwise not have considered in the classroom, and search for answers around 
them.  Furthermore, visits help to imprint key knowledge and understanding in pupils’ 
memories – many of us can still remember school visits we went on when we were at 
school.  Such experiences help to develop the whole child, and are at the centre of 
what we believe and do at Woldgate School.

Lower schooL  
weekLy awards

great merit awards

year 7: eLLa wiLkinson

year 8: emiLy hare

year 9: harry gUy

great character awards

year 7: charLie nixon

year 8: isaac mcgovern 

year 9: LUcy-ann hUstwaite

great vaLUe awards

year 7: madison hooker

year 8: Bonnie mcLean

year 9: emiLy paLfreyman

form of the week award

year 7: 7kmc

year 8: 8hLr

year 9: 9tdw
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Lower schooL

Mr L SLoMan
Head of Lower ScHooL

Mr Sloman Writes:



This week has been an intense one for our Year 10 pupils as they have had exams every morning and 
afternoon.  However, it has been good practice for them as it is very rare they get the opportunity 
to sit in a large exam hall surrounded by many other pupils and have a similar experience to that 

which awaits them next year.  Pupils will receive their results at the start of September where they will 
have an opportunity to reflect on what their priorities need to be for the Autumn term.

As adults, we appreciate just how quick the next twelve months will go and it is crucial that pupils 
take time to reflect on what has worked well and what they need to still improve further, particularly 
in terms of their revision techniques.  They are then in a strong position to refine their skills as they 

start their Year 11 studies.

Next week also sees the Induction Day for all of our Year 11 pupils who are moving into our Sixth Form College.  The 
next two years are likely to pass extremely quickly for them and it is important that as new Year 12 pupils, they make 
a smooth transition into their A Level studies.  I’m sure they will enjoy the induction experience which will help them 
to feel more prepared for September.

 

attendance, achievement & 
care co-ordinators

MrS r Bourne

SixtH forM

07790 351276

MrS K MiLne

attendance

07980 702715

MrS c wrigHt

 
upper ScHooL

07790 351281

Mr S ButcHer

Lower ScHooL

07790 351283

key dates

2018

sUmmer term

4th JUne - 20th JULy

training days

23rd JULy 2018

aUtUmn term

5th septemBer - 26th octoBer

5th novemBer - 21st decemBer

5Friday 29th June 2018 issue 137

MS a LongStaff
Head of upper ScHooL

Upper schooL Ms Longstaff Writes:



Letters from Uganda - continUed from page 1
In Year 7 we have been sent 40 wonderful letters by 40 children from Kirima Parents Primary School in Kanungu, which is at 
the south west point of Uganda, Africa.  We have decided to write back to them and hopefully receive more letters from our 
pen pals.   

It’s an exciting experience for us because we have learnt lots about teenagers’ lives in Uganda and, how similar, as well, as 
how different our lives are to those in another country.   We have discovered many aspects of the jobs they must do around 
their homes when they return from the boarding school for the holidays and realise they have lots more responsibility than 
us.  Looking forward to receiving more letters and writing back to our new friends, is the best part of this opportunity, as we 
have so much more to discuss and learn about one another.  

In the past few weeks, we have spent lots of time writing detailed and interesting letters that are lovely to read.  Mrs 
Atkinson’s room was buzzing with excitement when we all came to hand in our letters.  It was lovely to see the effort that 
everyone had put into them; all very personalised with coloured writings, pictures of our hometowns and villages, as well as, 
photos of our pets and families.  We now look forward to receiving our replies and continue on this venture for at least the 
next five years!

As a Year Group, we will be sponsoring a child over the next few years.  This child will have the opportunity to attend a school, 
like we have.  It costs only £15 a month to do so and we are taking up this responsibility with pride.  Mrs Atkinson and the 
Form Tutors have told us how proud they are for accepting to do such a wonderful thing for someone whom we will probably 
never meet.  We look forward to see what opportunities our Fundraising will bring to this child and the family.  

Written by Evie Brooks 7KMC, Ella Bartram 7DRO and Georgina Dawson 7 ECW.

This is Daisy, Daisy’s Dad John can speak some English, but 
her Mum only speaks Rukiga, the local language. She raises 
animals and tends to the crops on their piece of land.

For Daisy to have a  good future she needs to stay in school.

This is Osbert,  In his 
letter Osbert tells us 
about his love of football. 

This is Cynthia, 
another of our pen 
pals.
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This week in the Sixth Form we have continued to focus on post-18 options and providing our Year 
12 students with the tools to complete thorough and detailed research on their chosen career, 
apprenticeship or university course. Students have approached this task with gusto, and it has 

been wonderful chatting with them about the courses they have been looking into as well as the 
careers they have been researching. There are a huge range of fantastic websites to help students 
with this process, as well as a wealth of wisdom that young people can tap into around them: teachers, 
family and friends will all have advice to offer and information that can be taken on board assimilated 
along with their wider research. 

Students have also begun work on their Personal Statements, and further support on how to write these will be 
provided during tutor time with guidance available from Form Tutors on structure and content. The UCAS website 
also provides a great deal of information for parents and students on how to write a high quality Personal Statement.

In addition to this focus on progression, our young people are also getting to grips with their Year 13 courses as they 
move in to their second year of A Level and BTEC qualifications. There is a step up again from Year 12 study, and 
students are already realising the importance of using their independent study time effectively to make sure they 
are fully on top of their workload from day one.

Of course we really do want students to have a wide range of opportunities in and outside of the classroom, and 
Sixth Form students are set to take a leading role in the school Sports Day next week, which promises to be a 
fantastic day for all involved.
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MrS K LawSon
Head of SixtH forM

sixth form coLLege Mrs Lawson Writes:



As the sun shines and the days become longer, thoughts naturally turn to holidays.  At this time 
of year, people often discuss Holiday Reading.  For many, staff and pupils alike, the holidays are 
an opportunity to get into a “good book” to accompany journeys or relaxing times.  At Woldgate 

School, we are passionate about encouraging pupils to keep reading and it is a good way to still learn 
over the break so that we keep practising the skills.  I took the opportunity to interview some Year 7 
pupils at Homework Club to give us recommendations for their Holiday Reading.

Kieron, an avid reader said that he loves Action Thrillers.  
He likes it when you can’t tell “…where the story’s going, 
especially when there’s a twist and it doesn’t do what you 
expect…”  His recommendations are the Cherub books by 
Robert Muchamore and The Maze Runner series.  He has read 
all of them and regularly visits the library to take out more 
books of a similar genre.

Bailey said that he enjoys books which are interesting and 
fun.  He likes the topic of Greek Mythology and when he finds a 
favourite book, he likes to read it more than once, so he has read 
the Percy Jackman books five times!  

Harvey’s recommendations are Harry Potter and also Charlie and the 
Great Glass Elevator by Roald Dahl

Daisy is also a Roald Dahl fan; she likes books 
which make you laugh because they are funny and 
are full of description.  She especially enjoys read-
ing on holiday.  She, Lucy-Ann and Rebecca would 
also recommend David Walliams.  Their favourites 
are Awful Auntie, Billionaire Boy and Boy in a 
Dress.  

Rebecca also wanted to mention War 
Horse by Michael Morpurgo.  Even 
though the story has sad parts she 
loves the description which makes it 
vivid and realistic.

Lola recommends Harry Potter & the Pris-
oner of Azkaban. This is a really good book 
and I would highly recommend reading it 
for over eights as it has some scary parts 
and some Dementors and some Boggarts 
in wardrobes.  If you want to know if Harry 
gets caught by Sirius Black, you will have to 
read it..!

 Just like any other muscle in the body, the brain requires exercise to keep it strong and healthy.  Reading is also 
proven to reduce stress, improve memory, develop stronger analytical thinking skills and improve focus and concen-
tration. So keep reading, whatever type of book you enjoy!

MrS S geary
Head of incLuSion

Woldgate School and Sixth Form College
92 Kilnwick Road
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York
YO42 2LL
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